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Meet Connects Student Ben Sehlke

Save the Date!
Support Group LunchParents as Partners Texas Autism Conference

April 10th 6:30pm
Project Infinity, music 
therapy at Howard ECC 

April 19th 11:45am
Adelante Restaurant 
in Sunset Ridge 

August 3-4th 
Wyndham Riverwalk
San Antonio, Texas
http://txautism.esc2.net/
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When the Sehlke family moved from Austin almost four years ago, 
Ben, their middle son, was 15 years old. He was enrolled in a small 
school with a lead teacher and six students. He was active in his 
youth group and had found a welcoming community. Since Ben 
had speech, language and learning delays and had been diagnosed 
with mild CP (Cerebral Palsy), his parents Rena and Byron were 
especially in tune with what life would be like for him in their new 
city of  San Antonio. 

From the outset, the Selke family received a warm welcome from 
administrators and staff  
at Alamo Heights. The 
High School principal 
walked the halls with 
them three times before 
they made a decision to 
enroll Ben. 

Coming to this new 
environment brought 
gifts they did not expect. 
Ben did remarkably 
well transitioning from 
a virtual one-room Ben, Bryon, Tom, Rena , and Davis 

Sehlke 

Abree’s Advice Financial
Workshop/Special Needs Trusts 
April 29th 10-11am
6530 Wurzbach Rd. 78240
RSVP: Khristopher.torres@AXA-Advi-
sors.com

In This Issue...

http://http://txautism.esc2.net/
mailto:Khristopher.torres%40AXA-Advisors.com?subject=
mailto:Khristopher.torres%40AXA-Advisors.com?subject=
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Ben Sehlke Continued...
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schoolhouse to a school with over 1,500 students. In Ben’s three years 
on the high school campus, he made good friends in his Life class, really 
enjoyed being around the peer tutors, and joined the choir under Angus 
McLeod’s generous welcome. Rena shared, “I still will never forget being 
in the auditorium for the Spring Choir show Ben’s first year. I expected 
a small sighting of  Ben somewhere on the stage. Instead, he came out 
during the country and western song, clad in overalls and hat, swinging 
a partner around, in the front of  the stage. After years of  speech and OT 
and PT, watching him dance and sing made my heart do the same.”

Alamo Heights, in our short four years here, has helped the Sehlkes 
access services, get on funding lists, and utilize 
resources in San Antonio. In Ben’s first ARD, 
Mary Hillis, Connects Coordinator, handed 
Rena a “Parent To Do List” with about 6 issues 
to address, from getting a Texas ID to calling to 
get on the Medicaid waver lists. Every organi-
zation, along with every phone number, was included. “It’s worth the effort 
of  filling out all of  the paperwork for these agencies. Ben was just awarded 
$4,000 each year from the Alamo Local Authority, ALA, for respite services 
such as learning to shop or navigate travel!”, Rena shared. 

Ben Sehlke (left) and 
his friend Roman Urbano

Ben volunterring at Equesense ,
Theraputic Horse Play, in Schertz, Texas

http://www.equessense.org/

David Sanders
LSSP at AHHS Another source of  support for Ben was David Sanders, LSSP for the High 

School. David was steadfast in testing Ben, finding out as much information as 
he could from the Sehlke family, and helping Ben integrate 
into Alamo Heights. David Sander’s assessment of  Ben was 
very thorough and impressive. “The truth is that a PhD in 
psychology in Austin who reads many, many neuro-psych 
examinations said David Sander’s assessment was one of  
the best from a public school she’s ever read,” shared Rena.

After Ben started school in Alamo Heights, Rena began to 
receive emails from Tracy Maxwell, the district Parent Liai-
son. Because of  the information she provided, Rena learned 
about summer camps through Eva’s Heroes, Region 20 par-
ent meetings, talks given by The ARC, as well as sessions 
Alamo Heights has hosted. The second year in San Antonio 
she attended a transition conference that was particularly 
enlightening.  

Ben is now in his first year of  Connects, the transition 
program through AHISD. VIA Trans picks him up every 
morning, and he meets up with several other students and 

http://www.equessense.org/
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Angus McCleod, Choir Director, 
and Ben 

Classmates Annie Blake, AHHS peer tutor Abby Kirby, Austin 
Morante, Roman Urbano, Ben Sehlke , and  Piper Medley

an Alamo Heights job coach at one of  the job sites where they volun-
teer. Currently, Ben is going to Walgreens and T.J. Maxx to learn work 
related skills. Afterwards, the students have been going to the Universi-
ty of  Incarnate Word (UIW) where they eat lunch and exercise at the 
UIW facilities.  

Since Ben is not at the high school anymore, Rena has added some extracurricular activities to his days. 
He meets with an academic tutor and physical trainer weekly, and is going to speech therapy as well. 
Sometimes he Ubers to these appointments, and sometimes a peer tutor he knew from high school picks 
him up.  He is also practicing on a Special Olympics sports team called Best Friends. Mary Hillis told me 
who to call and where to find the organization. In the area basketball tournament Ben participated in just 
a few weeks ago, his team won all three of  their games. He did not know a single person on his team when 
he started, and now these friends are familiar faces.  

Another activity where Ben has found fulfillment has been volunteering on Saturdays at an equine therapy 
program in Schertz called Equessense. Ben walks alongside a horse, and holds lightly to the back of  one of  
the riders, a child with special needs. He has learned to lead and brush the horses, and has riding opportu-
nities as well. Rena and Ben found out about this program through DARS  (Department of  Assistive and 
Rehabilitative Services), now a part of  the Texas Workforce Commission, an organization the high school 
teachers suggested we contact.  

Rena shared her reflections, “In writing out this list of  extracurricular activities and organizations to sup-
port Ben’s personal life, I’m aware that we haven’t done it alone. In our case, Alamo Heights has been our 
community, and I’ve been grateful that they’ve helped us navigate our efforts.”
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The students continue to enjoy attending Special Olympics practices every 
Friday. Basketball practice was a hit for all students. They especially en-
joyed the passing and shooting stations. At the cardio station, all students 
liked listening to the music and dancing along with videos. Track and Field 
has started off  with a bang. The Cambridge students practiced the discus 
throw and loved the relay races they tried last week with their friends from 

Woodridge. They are looking forward 
to enjoying the remainder of  the prac-
tices.

Special Olympics Update from
 Cambridge Teacher Libby Rowkowski 

Wyatt Harrison

Sebastian Robelo

1st left-Brianna Hicks, middle left-Adam Lopez,
 3rd left-Houston Russell,  middle right-Elliot Nash

<Left,
Houston 
Russell
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Students at Alamo Heights Junior School have had a busy year compet-
ing in Special Olympics sports. In the fall, they dedicated almost every 
Friday morning to bowling practice and competed in early November. 
Most recently, students have practiced individual basketball skills at 
AHHS with other students from the district. Their next venture is track 
and field. Students will once again dedicate their Fridays to practices 
and will attend a track and field meet in late April.

Special Olympics Update from
 AHJS Teacher Monica Deutchman 

Camdon Caldwell

David  Longoria, Tommy Lisowski,
and Camdon Caldwell

“Be yourself, because the people who 
mind don’t matter. And the people that 

matter, don’t mind.”
-Dr. Seuss
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The High School classes have been participating in basketball practices 
with the Junior School, Cambridge, and Woodridge that began in Janu-
ary and lasted through February 10th. The practices were organized into 
different stations that worked on each student’s ability to shoot, dribble 
and pass. Several peer tutors volunteered to manage the stations and pro-
vide help to improve the student’s abilities. The official Special Olympics 
Basketball Competition took place on February 23rd at Cuellar Park and 
many students participated. The areas being assessed were shooting from 
six different positions around the basket, chest passes to the wall, landing 
on a specific point (extra points if  you caught it after it bounced back), and 
dribbling down the court and back for time. “Congratulate your athletes 
because they were awesome!,” enthused Brea.

Special Olympics Update from
 AHHS Teacher Brea Green 

Robin Penn, teacher 
Ruby Sutton, and 

Celeste Talamantez

Alex Molina

<Left,
 Jacob 
Crowder

Elliott Nash and 
Angeleyes Rojas

 James Veeder

 Peer tutor Ivalis Guajardo 
and Conrad Tullis
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Alamo Heights Autism Walk Team for 
Any Baby Can’s 13th Walk for Autism 
Helotes Cornyval Grounds 
Saturday, April 22, 2017 7am-2pm 
The Walk for Autism is an event in San Antonio that helps support 
families with children that have autism. A team for Alamo Heights 
has been registered. Teachers, parents, and students are welcome 
to join. To register use the QR code on the right or use the link 
https://secure.getmeregistered.com/get_information.php?
event_id=125048 and click register on the website. On the second 
page of registration select yes on “Are you participating with a 
team?” and choose Alamo Heights Autism Walk Team. 
Children 10 and younger are free. If you can’t go to the walk on 
April 22nd you can be a virtual walker and donate money to the 
team. All proceeds go to support families with children that have 
autism through programs at Any Baby Can. 

Alamo Heights  
Autism Walk Team 
Saturday, April 22, 2017 7am-2pm 
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Date: April 29, 2017 

Time: 10:00-11:00 am 

6530 Wurzbach Rd. 
San Antonio, TX 78240 

210.348.1371 

 

Please RSVP:  

Khris Torres 

Khristopher.torres@axa-
advisors.com 

 

Space is limited, 
So please RSVP today. 

 
 
 

Food & refreshments will be 
provided by: 

 

Securities offered through AXA Advisors, LLC (NY, NY 212-314-4600), member FINRA, 
SIPC.  Annuity and insurance products offered through AXA Network, LLC and its insurance 
agency subsidiaries. AXA Network, LLC does business in California as AXA Network 
Insurance Agency of California, LLC and, in Utah, as AXA Network Insurance Agency of 
Utah, LLC. AXA Advisors and AXA Network do not provide tax or legal advice.  
GE-91236 (3/16)(Exp.3/18) 

Abree’s Advice 
Financial 

Workshop 
”Special Needs Financial 

Planning 101”  
 
 
Let’s Plan for the Future together. 
This workshop will walk attendees 
through a case study to identify 
planning pieces that are often 
overlooked. We will also provide an 
update on ABLE accounts in Texas. 
 
Workshop Overview: 
- How to properly name beneficiaries 
- Special Needs Trust funding options 
- Public Benefit protection strategies 
- ABLE Account update 

 

Presented by: 
Esmond Pabilona 

Financial Professional 
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From an early age, Haley knew that she wanted to help children. She 
just was not quite sure what that would like look until her senior year 
of  college. Her sister Amy chose a career as an SLP (Speech Language 
Pathologist), and she loved hearing about her sister’s job and how much 
she enjoyed it. She immediately applied to graduate school to follow 
the same path. This will be Haley’s 7th year as a Speech Language Pa-
thologist.

At Cambridge, Haley plans and provides individual and group speech and language therapy to children 
who have articulation, language, voice, and fluency disorders. She records daily data regarding their prog-
ress and evaluates and completes a Full and Independent Evaluation (FIE) for each student on her case-
load. Her favorite part of  her job is working with children and watching them work hard to improve and 
accomplish their goals. “I celebrate any progress that my students have made!”, shared Haley.

Haley believes it is important to have open communication with the parents of  her students. Parents need 
to know what their child is working on at school, so they can help foster their progress towards their goals. 
“It is a group effort and any changes in the house or school, need to be communicated,” Haley shared. If  
parents wish to conference with Haley, Fridays are her best days or she can be reached any time by email, 
hwarren@ahisd.net.

Haley is originally from The Woodlands, near Houston, Texas. She attended Baylor University and gradu-
ated in 3 ½ years, because she knew that she wanted to attend graduate school to become a Speech Lan-
guage Pathologist. She attended UTD, the University of  Texas in Dallas, for graduate school.

Haley recently married her husband Zac on January 21st, moved to San Antonio, and immediately began 
working at Cambridge. She has a seven year old mini schnauzer named Emma. When Haley is not busy 
teaching, she spends her free time trying new restaurants, traveling, visiting family, and teaching pilates.

CAMBRIDGE
ELEMENTARY

Meet Haley Warren, New 
Speech Language Pathologist

There are lots of  great things happening at Howard! In Kinder, teachers have been problem solving for 
their student’s needs by tapping into each child’s passions and interests. Their goal is to help the students 
be both academically and behaviorally successful in their classrooms. In Pre-K, teachers have been collabo-
ratively planning and rethinking the Pre-K programs based on every student’s needs for next year. “Rather 
than thinking about programs first and trying to plug children into the one “right” program, we are think-
ing flexibly about our current programs: ALL programs--ALL kids,” shared Stephanie.

Howard HAppenings
A Message from Stephanie Hargrove, Department Chair

mailto:hwarren@ahisd.net
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AHHS Class of 2016: Zachary Maxwell
WHAT ARE THEY UP TO NOW?

Last fall Zachary moved to Kerrville, Texas to attend Schreiner University. 
He is currently pursuing a double major, in English and psychology. He 
lives in one of  the freshman dormitories and is enjoying his studies and his 
independence. Zachary and his family chose Schreiner because they have 
small class sizes with 12-15 students per class, and they have a well known 
disability services department, called Learning Support Services (LSS) that 
provides help to individuals who qualify. “I chose Schreiner because it is 
small enough to where I could stand out and make a difference in my envi-
ronment,” reflected Zachary. 

There were several steps Zachary had to follow to get ready for college. 
Before applying, Zachary had to take the SAT. He also had academic test-
ing done with the LSSP at the High School, David Sanders. Zachary had 
to give a copy of  this report to the LSS department at Schreiner, as well 
as letters from his doctors that state his diagnosis. Parents have to pay for 
these letters and the cost is usually close to $100. Zachary applied and was 
awarded a local scholarship for students with autism from Any Baby Can. 
He also went through the intake process including an evaluation to verify 
his diagnosis with DARS, now a part of  the Texas Workforce Commission 
(TWC). Zachary started this process in the fall of  his senior year of  high 
school, per Mary Hillis’ recommendation. TWC agreed to support his goal to attend Schreiner Uni-
versity and become a writer or editor. Before attending college last fall, TWC required Zachary to take 
a six week summer course in personal social adjustment with Easter Seals. Zachary learned valuable 
interviewing, independence and social skills, such as how to work with others and take direction from 
employers, as well as how to ride VIA and transfer buses in order to get home from this class. Zachary 
continues to meet with his TWC counselor, Art Vega, on a regular basis, to check in and to get advice 
on how to manage his responsibilities in college.

The LSS department provides students an advisor and tutoring, with adults in the community or alum-
ni who are experts in their subject matter. Zachary can get accommodations such as extended time for 
test taking. He can also request an approved copy of  the classroom notes for comparison. Zachary can 
also get help with organization. The services they provide are similar to case management for special 
education students in public schools. The one big difference is that students cannot have any modifica-
tions to their coursework, such as shortened assignments or extended deadlines. And students need to 
advocate for themselves, by asking questions and bringing up their needs. Zachary learned this skill at 
AHJS and AHHS, but college students need to be proficient in this area.

Zachary shared some of  his challenges living away from home. “At first, I had trouble with laundry 
knowing how much to put in one load and separating whites and darks. I was quiet at first and strug-
gled to make friends, but I started playing pool in the common area in my dorm and that helped me 
meet people. I also joined some organizations and that helped me socially.”

Zachary Maxwell on campus 
at Schreiner University
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AHHS Class of 2015: Will Bissmeyer

Will  working at
Hortentia’s Cafe at UIW

Zachary and his family are very happy that he has made friends in college. He joined Habitudes, a pro-
gram that teaches students how to be a good leader. They meet once a week. Sometimes he works out at 
the gym with a friend.

Zachary noted that he does miss his family and his dog, Apple. He misses certain foods like wild rice, 
grapes, and Amy’s ice cream. “I miss my bed. I grew a little taller and my dorm bed is a bit small,” Zach-
ary commented. When asked about what he enjoys the most, Zachary shared, “My favorite thing about 
attending college is the friends I have made and the activities I have joined. It is a small college and 
environment so I am a bigger part of  the community. As I walk around campus I see friends frequently. I 
really enjoy my independence and the ability to make my own decisions.”

Will has been participating in the Connects Program and is applying 
to be in the inaugural class of  SALA (San Antonio Life Academy) 
when it opens for fall 2017. He has bridged competitive employment 
through Connects with the added support of  TWC (Texas Workforce 
Commission) this school year. He is currently employed at the UIW 
(University of  the Incarnate Word) four days per week and loves 
learning new skills and tasks while engaging with the college students. 
He is now independently scheduling VIA Trans for his rides to and 
from work. Via Trans is a paratransit transportation service for cus-
tomers who cannot ride the city bus because of  their disability. Stu-
dents must apply for this shared-ride program to determine eligibility; 
the staff  in the Connects program help train students how to access 
Via Trans, if  this is part of  the student’s IEP goals and Transition 
Plan.

Will has continued his friendships with his Alamo Heights classmates 
in Connects. On Fridays they enjoy going to activities like Eva’s He-
roes parties, movies, and bowling. He works out at the UIW gym two 
days per week. He is really looking forward to attending UIW games 
next fall to cheer on The Cardinals. If  he has free time, he volunteers 
at the DoSeum, San Antonio’s museum for kids.

Zachary Maxwell Continued...

Diversity is about creating a dynamic environment in which people from all 
walks of life with all kinds of experiences and varied personal motivators come 
together with acceptance and innovation and excitement.

-Paula Cohen, Professor and Scientist
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Does your son or daughter have a diagnosis of  autism or an intellectual disability? If  yes, you should 
know about the Medicaid Waiver Programs and about the Alamo Local Authority.

What is a Medicaid Waiver Program?
The Texas Health and Human Services Commission has Medicaid Waiver Programs which are very help-
ful. Medicaid Waiver Program(s) provide services and supports that your child may be eligible for in the 
future, based on his or her needs. You do not have to be eligible for Medicaid to place the child’s name on 
the interest list(s). You may place your son or daughter’s name on as many interest lists that may apply. 

It is not too early to place your child’s name on the interest list. NOW is the perfect time. The Medicaid 
Waiver Interest Lists may be 11-13 years long, so the sooner you place your child’s name on the interest 
list(s), the better. Once you sign up on these lists, be sure to let Texas Health and Human Services Com-
mission know if  your contact information changes.

To obtain more information and place your son or daughter’s name on an interest list contact Texas 
Health and Human Services:

Website: https//hhs.texas.gov
Medicaid Waiver Programs
Community Living and Support Services Program  (CLASS)   1-877-438-5658
Deaf-Blind Multiple Disabilities Program  (DBMD)    1-877-438-5658
Medically Dependent Children’s Program  (MDCP)    1-877-438-5658

The Alamo Local Authority for Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities also provides community ser-
vices and supports for eligible adults and children. To place your son or 
daughter’s name on the Home and Community Based Interest List and 
obtain more information contact the Alamo Local Authority.

Website: https://www.aacog.com
Medicaid Waiver Programs
Home and Community Based Services Program  (HCS)    210-832-5020
Texas Home Living Program   (TxHL)      210-832-5020

For more information on long-term services and supports including the Medicaid Waiver Programs
contact:
Austin Amaro, AHISD Transition Coordinator,  aamaro@ahisd.net  210-442-3720
Mary Hanlon-Hillis, AHISD Transition Coordinator, mhillis@ahisd.net 210-394-4059   

 A Message From 
Mary Hillis

 https//hhs.texas.gov 
mailto:aamaro@ahisd.net
mailto:mhillis@ahisd.net
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LEARN MORE

Support Resources 

Specialized Equipment

Sensory Products 

Play Systems

Therapy Clinics

Home Health Agencies 

Camps...and more!
www.kinetickidstx.org

FOR MORE INFO

NATALIE HENRY, PT

Natalie@kinetickidstx.org   
210.621.3141

Equipment, Service & Resource Fair for Children with Special Needs

University United Methodist Church

5084 De Zavala Road, San Antonio  78249

10A-2P  •   FRIDAY

JUNE 9

FREE EVENT  •  ALL ARE WELCOME
Kinetic Kids  •  Health Care Providers  •  Students  •  Families  •  Friends
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SA Life Academy is a new day program that will provide exceptional con-
tinuing education opportunities aimed at helping adults with special needs 
live full and active lives.

The Academy welcomes Sa-
mantha Pety, taking on the role 
of  Lead Teacher next fall. She 
will be teaching and enriching 
the lives of  adults with special 

needs at the Academy and throughout the community.

Samantha graduated from Texas Tech University with her Bachelor of  
Science in Special Education. She is currently a special education teacher 
in NEISD and has been teaching PPCD (Preschool Program for Children 
with Disabilities) for two years. Throughout her whole life she has always 
wanted to be a teacher for adults with special needs and now her dreams have 
come true.

Susan McDonald has been employed with Alamo Heights Inde-
pendent School District for the past 28 years. The first ten years of  
her career were at Alamo Heights working at the High School in the 
L.I.F.E. class, teaching life skills and employment training. The past 
18 years she worked at the Junior School in the S.S.T. class, assisting 
students academically and with their transition to High School. Susan has 
also worked summers for the past 18 years in the ESY summer program, 
working with students of  all ages and helping them to continue with 
making progress for the next school year. Susan has also worked for 
Consumer Directed Services (CDS) for the past seven years working 
with young adults, doing life skills training in their homes and in the 
community, including respite for the families.

Susan is retiring from AHISD this year and is starting a new and exciting chapter in her life. She decided 
to make a transition, and saw this to be the perfect time to join the team at the S.A. Life Academy. She is 
excited to be teaching many of  the same people that she had as students in their younger years in elemen-
tary and middle school. Now she will be working with these wonderful young adults. “She has come full 
circle!”

Susan will be assisting and working with the teacher and other support staff  at the S. A. Life Academy. 
They will be focusing on their needs at this stage of  their life including current events, recreation, social 
behaviors, volunteering and giving back to their community, health, hygiene, exercising, money manage-
ment, meaningful relationships, how to enjoy free time, and body and mind. These are just a few of  the 
many opportunities that the S.A. Life Academy team will be incorporating into their curriculum.

Susan has been married to Richard McDonald for 37 years and is the proud mother of  three children, all 
of  whom graduated from Alamo Heights Independent School District. She also has a precious grand-
daughter, Milla.

Samantha Pety

Susan McDonald

 New Teachers at S.A. Life Academy
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You’re invited to attend the first 

“Be Free” 
creative dance class 
Open to all students* in the Alamo Heights Junior High and High School Special Education 
classes and their siblings 

Where:  Trilogy ’09 Dance Center, 1248 Austin Highway by 
Gold’s Gym 

When:  Saturday, April 29 

Time:  Noon – 1:00 pm  

Register:  Call (210)479-1551 by Monday, April 24th 

If interest is sufficient, Trilogy ‘09 will continue with weekly Be Free class during 

May for a per child fee. Note that space is limited; call early to register.  

*Attendees must be able to ambulate independently (or bring a parent, sibling or 
aid to assist) and follow simple verbal instructions.  

Wear comfortable clothing and bring clean socks or dance shoes to wear during 
class.   

For questions, call Mary Doggett at (210)363-3855.  
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Saturday April 1st, the High School’s Project Unify hosted their first ever “Run, Walk, or Roll Into Inclu-
sion 5k”. The 5k was held to promote inclusion within the Alamo Heights community, and to raise funds 
for a unified track team. Funds raised will also go towards making the 5k an annual tradition at Alamo 
Heights. Prior to the 5k, four of  the club’s members went on local news stations to promote the event, and 
to spread their message about unification. The race boasted over 200 registrations and over 50 volunteers. 
Following the 5k, the first five of  each of  the three categories (Runners, Walkers, and Unified Pairs) re-
ceived awards. The race was made possible with the help of  the Caroline Gose foundation, Special Olym-
pics, and numerous other donors. The 5k was a huge success and an amazing time for all that attended. 
People of  all abilities unified around the cause and helped promote inclusion. 

A message from AHHS Student 
Carrie Mullins

Vice President of Project Unify 
Unified Champion Schools

Carrie Mullins and
 Angeleyes Rojas

Joseph Garza and teammates Robin Penn and  teammates

Run, Walk, or Roll into Inclusion
We’re more alike than different

5K
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AHISD
PARENTS AS PARTNERS

Presents

Project Infinity

April 10th

Project Infinity empowers ndividuals in need through ther-
apies that encouage infinite growth and greater quality of 
life. One of their therapists, Teresa Abigail, will talk about 
their music therapy classes and any additional therapies 
Project Infinity provides.

WHEN:   Monday, April 10th, 2017
   6:30pm

WHERE:  Howard Early Childhood Center,  
   7800 Broadway, 78209
   in the Library

WHO:   Parents with children of all ages

RSVP:  To Tracy Maxwell
   tmaxwell@ahisd.net or
   (210)829-1535

CHILDCARE: Available with RSVP

AHISD
PADRES COMO COMPAÑEROS

Presenta

Project Infinity

10 abril 2017

Project Infinity faculta a los individuos en necesidad a 
través de terapias que estimulan crecimiento infinito y una 
mayor calidad de vida. Una de sus terapeutas, Teresa Ab-
igail, hablará acerca de su terapia de la música y cualquier 
terapias adicionales que proporcionan..

CUANDO:   martes, 10 de abril 2017 6:30 pm

DONDE:  Howard Early Childhood Center,  
   7800 Broadway, 78209
   la biblioteca

QUIEN:   padres de niños de todas edades

SRC:   a Tracy Maxwell
   tmaxwell@ahisd.net o
   (210)829-1535

EL CUIDADO
DE LOS NINOS: Favor de SRC

Favor SRC el lunes 6 de abril si necesita traducción de Español.

Music Therapy 
Recreation Therapy

Art Therapy
210-954-0036

www.project-infinity.org

mailto:tmaxwell%40ahisd.net?subject=
mailto:tmaxwell%40ahisd.net?subject=
www.project-infinity.org
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In an effort to provide additional support to parents and children in the special edu-
cation program, AHISD has Tracy Maxwell, Parent Liaison for special education.

Tracy assists parents and staff with communication, advocacy, support and resources. 
She brings a wealth of knowledge and experience to her position. She is a parent of a 
student who received special education services beginning with PPCD at Howard and 
who graduated from AHHS last year. She was very involved in his educational experi-
ence and she is passionate about helping other parents along their journey.

Tracy works with parents to form support networks and address concerns that pertain to special education 
students and their families. She organizes and facilitates the parent support groups and the Parents as Part-
ners (PAP) meetings. PAPs are meetings with a guest speaker on a topic related to special education such as 
Medicaid waivers or recreational therapies, with childcare and pizza for children so that families can easily 
attend.

In addition, Tracy serves on the planning committee for the TAPPestry Conference, an annual conference for 
parents, teachers, and professionals in San Antonio and the surrounding areas. She is an active member of 
the Connections Networking group, a monthly meeting of professionals who provide resources to families. 
She has recently joined the Autism Lifeline Links (ALL) committee, an organization committed to increasing 
service capacity (attracting more doctors and therapists to San Antonio and decreasing wait times for par-
ents) for individuals on the autism spectrum.

Tracy continues to create opportunities for parents to gather, get to know each other, and share. She wel-
comes your ideas, questions, and concerns. She maintains a resource library of books and videos that are 
housed at EDC, located at 705 Trafalgar, 78216.

Tracy invites you to become active participants in 
your child’s educational experience. Reach out to her 
if you need help with something or if you need some-
one to listen. She is a parent first and understands 
your experience with raising a child or children with 
special challenges.
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Students in the Connects Program have been actively 
pursuing their individual post-school goals by engag-
ing in work based learning and developing their skills for employment. 
They also learn about the importance of movement and exercise while working out at the University of the 
Incarnate Word Wellness Center twice a week. 

Community involvement activities this year have included attending Eva’s Heroes parties, dances at Mor-
gan’s Wonderland, the Tim Tebow “Night to Shine” event. The students also toured two options for indepen-
dent living, such as living in a group home or in an apartment setting. They attended outings to see sensory 
friendly performances at The Tobin Center, a luncheon at The Pearl, and a trip to The Alamo.    

Connects students and staff

 Connects Class Update
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